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Administrators are look-
ing for a buyer for the
Australian arm of pay TV
sports channel Setanta,
after its UK parent opera-
tion went into receiver-
ship yesterday.

Ex-pats in Britain hoping
to catch last night's his-
tory-making State of
Origin match were left
high and dry after the
Republic of Ireland-

based company went bust
after failing to attract
enough viewers.

But Setanta Australia
general manager Conor
Woods says it will be
business as usual in Aus-
tralia, where Setanta has
the rights to screen soc-
cer's UEFA Cup as well
as matches from Eng-
land, Scotland, and Ger-
many.

The channel also screens
cricket, boxing, Gaelic
football and European
rugby games.

"We're not in administra-
tion, along with the other
international Setanta
channels which are Ire-
land, Canada, the USA
and Africa," Mr Woods
said today.

"I wouldn't describe it
(the Australian operation)
as being in financial trou-
ble at all. The statement
from the receivers is that
they are not putting the

other businesses in ad-
ministration, because
they are going concerns.

"They are in discussions
with partners to take on
those businesses."

But Mr Woods said he
could not comment on
whether there would be
trouble if administrators
Deloitte failed to find any
buyers.

UK Setanta also had
rights to regular NRL
season matches, which
Mr Woods says would
now be in the process of
being sold off.

"The UK business has
gone into administration
after it was unable to
secure funding to con-
tinue an operation," he
said.

"It's rights agreements in
the UK have come to an
end, the English Premier
League rights have al-
ready been resold, and
the other rights agree-
ments in the UK would

be in the process of being
resold."

But he told ABC News
Online all agreements in
Australia are safe.

"All the rights agree-
ments are directly with
the Australian business,
so none of our rights
agreements are affected,”
he said.
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